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Brttish Romanttctsm
BrLtish. Uterature 1780-1830
Prof. R. Beebe
rlbeebe@eiu.edu

•

Office Hours: M, W 8:30- l 0
T, R, 9:30- l l :30
or by appointment

course description

In this course we will study British literature from
1780-1830, a historical and cultural period known as
Romanticism-one of the most revolutionary periods in
British literary history. We will survey a range of writers in
several genres but focus a great deal of attention on
poetry. Besides working towards a sharper and more
nuanced understanding of romanticism, we also consider how the
period and is relevant to the 21st century and whether we still
might be living within a "romantic" sensibility.

Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very Heaven! ...
Not in Utopia,-subterranean fields,Or some secreted island, Heaven knows where!
But in the very world, which is the world
Of all of us,-the place where, in the end,
We find our happiness, or not at all!
William Wordsworth, The Prelude

•

course format

Since the writers and texts of this 50-year period are many and
diverse, I have structured the course to be primarily a reading
course, with a relatively brief papers and exams to assess your
understanding and comprehension. I'll also ask you to do
frequent response papers (usually around a very specific
question from the reading) as a way to trigger or supplement
discussion. Put simply, to do well, you need to be in class,
participate (maybe more than you 're used to) , and read a lot.

Conferences The reading can often be difficult for this course, so
please feel free to meet with me to discuss any
questions you have or concepts you're not
understanding. I enjoy discussing this material outside of
class and don't consider it an intrusion for you to stop by
my office for some help.
Attendance Policy -

•

•

I abide by the University's definition of an
excused absences, and I generally allow two
unexcused absences-no questions asked , On
the third absence-and for every absence
thereafter-I will deduct 53 from your final
grade.
Five or more absences equate to an automatic
"F" for the course.
•For any day that you
are not in class, it is your
responsibility to find out
what was covered, new
assignments given, changes in the syllabus, or any homework due
for the next meeting. Unless the absence is excused, any
homework due on a day you were absent may not be turned in
late or made up.
•It is also your responsibility to provide the appropriate
documentation to verify an excused absence, preferably within a
week of the absence .
•Please do not email me to tell me you were not in class or why.
This is best done in person either after the next class or during my
office hours.

Academic Honesty Students are of course responsible for knowing Eastern Illinois
University's regulations and policies regarding academic honesty.
Plagiarism, even if unknowing or accidental, can result in your
failing the course and in further action by the university. If you have
any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to ask me to clarify.
Computer & Classroom Etiquette-

You' re welcome to bring your notebook computer to class. However, I ask that you observe
common rules of etiquette and decorum when you use it. In brief, you may use it to take notes or
complete an in'-class writing activity. You may not use it for anything not directly related to class
work. Also, please turn off (or mute) cell phones. Out of respect for the class and the integrity of
class activities, absolutely no text messaging during class is allowed .
Electronic Writing Portfolio This course is a writing-intensive course and, as such, your papers satisfy the requirements for the
Electronic Writing Portfolio.
Students with Disabilities -

If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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reading schedule:

22 aug

•

Since we'll be focusing heavily on discussion of ideas and concepts--and
not historical coverage--the following schedule will likely change. Please
keep aware of any changes, especially if you 're absent from class.

•

Texts not from TRS will either be available on D2L or supplied as a handout.

D. Outram , "What is Enlightenment?" (D2L)
E. Burke, from Reflections on the Revolution in France ( 13-19) ;
T. Paine, from The Rights of Man (25-28)

27 aug

William Blake, There is No Natural Religion [a] (276-77), There is No Natural Religion [b]
(277), All Religions Are One (277) , The Book of The/ (284-86)
Review the color plates of Blake's work between pages 296 and 297.

29 aug

Blake, Songs of Innocence and Experience (read through all of these poems, pp.
277-83; 299-304)
•"Introduction"
•"The Ecchoing Green"
•"The Lamb"
•"The Chimney Sweeper"
•"Introduction" [Songs of Experience]
•"Earth's Answer"
•"The Sick Rose"
•"The Tyger"
•"London"
•The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (287-94)

3 sept

Blake, Visions of the Daughters of Albion (294-99)

5 sept

Blake, America: A Prophecy (read online at the Blake Archive :
http: //www.blakearchive.org /blake/
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